Welcome to Intermediate Algebra!

Summer Quarter, 2008
Olympic College, Bremerton

Course Information: Math 94
item number 8422
meets 5:00 —8:00 PM, Mondays and Wednesday s in OCP 119
Instructor: Elizabeth O'Neil (feel free to call me Elizabeth)
Office: Sci-Tech 112 (Bremerton campus)
Office Hours: [ will be available in the common area after class.
Phone: (360) 475-7774
E-mail: eoneil@oc.ctc.edu (this is the best way to reach me)
Web site: http://instructors.olympic.edu/ElizabethONeil/
any missed materials can be found here

Course Description
First in the sequence: Elementary Algebra, Intermediate Algebra, College Algebra. Includes basic algebraic
concepts, first degree equations, polynomials, whole number exponents, factoring, applications.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of Math 94, you should be able to:

e Understand and use the language of algebra, encompassing formulas, expressions, and mathematical
models as commonly used in a wide variety of fields.

e Apply systematic procedures to simplify and to evaluate expressions, and to solve linear equations and
formulas.

¢ Understand a multi-step problem-solving strategy incorporating reading comprehension skills, and apply
such a strategy to traditional ®“word probl ems.

e Use the rectangular coordinate system to graph lines, and write equations of lines in various forms.

e Apply systematic procedures to simplify, evaluate and understand expressions involving positive and
negative integer exponents, including scientific notation.

e Add, subtract and multiply polynomials, divide polynomials by monomials, factor polynomials and use the
zero-factor property to solve quadratic equations and applications problems.

e Understand and use a framework of algebra concepts and skills, as a basis for study of intermediate
algebra.

Prerequisite
In order to enroll in this course, you must meet one of the following requirements.

A Complete Math 90 at Olympic College with a grade of 2.0 or higher.

A Earn the appropriate score on a placement test taken at Olympic College. (Regardless of your
placement test score, once you begin the OC math sequence, you must pass each course before
proceeding to the next.)

If you do not meet either of these requirements, you will be dropped from the class. Please see me if
you are unsure about whether you meet the prerequisite.


mailto:eoneil@oc.ctc.edu
http://instructors.olympic.edu/ElizabethONeil/

Text
The required textbook for this course is Elementary and Intermediate Algebra for College Students, 3nd
edition by Allen R. Angel.

Grading
Your percent score will be weighted as follows:
Chapter 1 Quiz 10%
Exams (best 3 of 4) 25% each (75%)
WAMAP/Graded Homework 10%
Written Homework 5%
Total 100%

You need 93% for a 4.0, 83% for a 3.0, 73% for a 2.0 and 63% for a 1.0. Each 1% change will raise (or
lower) your grade by 0.1. The only exception is that, by Olympic College Policy, any score below 60% (0.7)
is a grade of 0.0.

Grades of WP, WF and I are awarded in special circumstances only. Requests for such grades must be made
tomein-per son before the day of the f i coapletilgenaughwork | f a
for a 0.7, s/he will receive a grade of 0.0.

Quiz and Examinations
There will be one quiz and four exams to be held, tentatively, on the dates shown in the calendar. Your
lowest exam score will be dropped (does not apply to the chapter 1 quiz).

No make-up quizzes or exams are allowed except in extraordinary circumstances. If you know in

advance that you must miss an exam and absolutely cannot change your plans, you may be allowed to take

the exam early. Occasionally, an unavoidable and unpredictable situation prevents a student from taking

an exam in-class. If this occurs, you must contact me via e-mail (preferred) or telephone as soon as

humanly possible, i.e., that same day. If you do not contact me as soon as possible, you will not be allowed

to make up the exam. [ may ask for verification of
note.

WAMAP/Graded Homework

You will be turning in homework on-line this term using the WAMAP course management system. WAMAP,
or Washington Mathematics Assessment and Placement, is a free and secure site that will allow you to turn
in homework on-line, receive instant feedback, and have access to your grade at all times. Your class will
be the first at Olympic College to use WAMAP. Your patience is appreciated as we learn more about it.

Homework

Homework is collected daily. You may hand in your papers late; until the day of the final exam, but a

maximum of six sections, roughly one week’'s worth of materi al s,
work in the “ungraded wor k” f olrder téred “rgetardieadv evoa rky
item is scored out of two points, graded on completeness and readability only.

In-Class Exercises

You will have in-class exercises (worksheets) for each section covered in the class. While these are not
counted as part of your grade, they are a valuable learning tool. In addition, you will receive 5 bonus points
on each exam if you have completed all of the in-class exercises for the sections covered.




Tips for Math Success

Math can be a difficult subject to learn, but it is very rewarding when you understand something new. It is
even fun! Following are some pointers for learning math.

Do the homework for each section the day it is covered in class, not the night before it is due - then you
can ask about difficult problems before you need to hand them in.

Use the FREE TUTORING at the Math Study Center!

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 2:00 —5:00 PM in Poulsbo Rm 106A

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday in Bremerton Sci-Tech 124

Don't give up.

Try a problem in several ways before you ask for help.

Find 2-3 Math Buddies with whom you can work on difficult problems outside of class.

If you are confused in class, please let me know right away - you'll be helping the students who have the
same question but are afraid to ask.

Set aside AT LEAST 2-3 hours every day to work on math.

Read the textbook.

Classroom Conduct

Please do the following:

Turn off your cell phones and beepers before entering the classroom.

Arrive on-time with your homework neatly completed, ready to discuss the next topic.
Participate in class discussions and activities.

Show respect for yourself, for your classmates and for me.

Do not pack up your belongings until class is over.

Come to my office, if only to say hello.

Work hard to succeed in this class.

Additional Notes

If you have a documented disability and need any accommodation(s), please contact Access Services at
(360) 475-7540.

If there is any way that I can help you to learn better, please let me know!

All schedules and procedures are subjecttoc hange at the instructor
the class.

In case of inclement weather , please check the OC web site, http://www.olympic.edu/, or call the
main campus at 360-792-6050 or 1-800-259-6718.
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